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Our Mission

Our mission is to ensure elected officials adopt and implement a 
pro-public education agenda. To that end, we advocate for sound 
education policy and build and mobilize the public will to ensure that 
support for quality public education and an opportunity to learn for all 
children is a top priority for key decision makers.



The Trump Federal Tax Credit Scholarship Program is a voucher 
program funded with tax dollars diverted from the federal Treasury. 

➢ This program provides a dollar-for-dollar federal tax credit up to $1,700 for taxpayer 
contributions to Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs) that distribute vouchers. 
Governors must actively opt their states into the program annually to participate. 

➢ The Trump school voucher program will direct money out of the US Treasury and into 
vouchers for students for private and religious schools and the private intermediary 
organizations that funnel money to them. The dollars that will fund vouchers will be 
unavailable to fund public education.  

➢ The program begins in January 2027,  when SGOs may begin collecting contributions 
from individuals participating in the program. Contributors to the program will receive 
a tax credit on the taxes they file in 2028.



Source: 
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/

federal-scholarship-tax-credit-tool 

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/federal-scholarship-tax-credit-tool
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/federal-scholarship-tax-credit-tool


Requirements for SGOs

➢ Must be a 501c3, nonprofit organization.

➢ Must be located in the state where the SGO operates, although Treasury may 
allow out-of-state/multi-state SGOs.

➢ SGOs must award 90% of the funds to 10 or more K-12 students. At least two of 
these students must attend different schools.  

➢ SGOs determine how much money to allocate to each student. They could award 
$100 or $50,000 to an individual student.



Pennsylvania will NOT have any influence on how the program will 
be administered if Gov. Shapiro opts in.

Preview guidance from the US Treasury 

Department made on June 9, 2026,  
indicates that states will not be allowed 
to impose any restrictions or limitations 
on the program within their states that 
are not specifically detailed in the 
legislation.  

“States may not impose substantive SGO specific 
requirements that are more restrictive than 
section [the federal statutory] requirements.”

- Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy 
Kevin Salinger

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gAdJFFC7WgGM8W3P5rXzXLCbZ2RVAZ6ASOzqKpYqbeY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gAdJFFC7WgGM8W3P5rXzXLCbZ2RVAZ6ASOzqKpYqbeY/edit?tab=t.0


States will not be able to restrict federal voucher funds to students with the greatest 
financial need or align income eligibility with current state tax credit voucher programs. 

The federal family income eligibility 

thresholds will be limited to households 

with incomes not greater than 300% of 

the area’s median gross income. 

An Ed Choice analysis finds that family 

income limits in Pennsylvania range 

from a low of $204,000 in Forest 

County to $368,100 in Philadelphia 

and the collar counties.

This income limit far outstrips the 

income limit used by Pennsylvania’s 

current Educational Improvement Tax 

Credit (EITC) and Opportunity 

Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs, 

which restrict scholarships to students 

whose household’s annual income is 

no greater than $116,055 plus $20,428 

for each dependent member of the 

household.

https://www.edchoice.org/2026-updated-eligibility-income-limits/




Full interactive map: EdChoice

This program is near-universal, 
meaning that voucher dollars 
would pay the private school 

tuition of all but the 
wealthiest families and will 

serve as a subsidy for the most 
privileged students in 

Pennsylvania.

https://edchoice.infogram.com/federal-tax-credits-for-scholarships-ftcs-income-levels-fy25-1h0r6rzkkxdql4e


Public schools will receive NO direct funding from Trump’s vouchers

School districts will 
receive NO direct 
funding from this 
program.
Individual public school students may receive 
funding that will pay for allowable expenses, 
but school districts will receive no funding 
from this program.

➢ The Trump school voucher program will not 
function like the Educational Improvement 
Organization (EIO) program, which is part of 
Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) program, where organizations are 
allowed to fund programming and services that 
benefit students in school districts as a whole.

➢ Funding will be designated as a voucher for a 
specific student to cover specific costs. 

➢ To receive voucher funding through this program, 
each student's family income must be verified.







**In Pennsylvania’s public schools, most of these expenses are already included as part of 

public education. Families are not charged for these expenses and would not be eligible for a 

voucher if they have no out-of-pocket expenses.

The language for what can be paid for with voucher dollars is specific to 
Coverdell expenses

However, recent regulations omit what constitutes eligible 

expenses so it is not yet clear how or or even if voucher dollars 

could reach public schools. 

https://www.irs.gov/publications/p970#en_US_2025_publink1000178407


Federal voucher dollars will be used to fund 
private and religious schools that 

discriminate against students.

States will not be allowed to prohibit federal voucher 

dollars from funding private and religious schools 

that discriminate against their students or employees 

because of their disability, religion, academics, 

LGBTQ+ status, pregnancy or abortion, or a school’s 

subjective determination of whether a student is the 

“right fit” for the school or not.

Only public schools educate all students who come 

through their doors. Private schools choose the 

students they educate.
Read our full report on discriminatory 
policies in PA’s private schools HERE

https://edvoterspa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/EDVO_DISCRIMINATION_2-Pager_Dec_2023.pdf
https://edvoterspa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/EDVO_DISCRIMINATION_2-Pager_Dec_2023.pdf


The costs could be substantial for Pennsylvania taxpayers to set up 
and administer the Trump school voucher program.

While we don’t know the exact costs we can 

compare the costs of other states who have 

already opted into this program.

For example, the Florida legislature has allocated 

$2 million to the Florida Department of 

Education to develop an administrative platform 

for the Trump school voucher program. This does 

not include funding for recurring costs that will 

be required to administer the program each year.

https://www.tampafp.com/florida-legislature-finalizes-education-budget-adjusting-voucher-and-teacher-pay-funding/
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-legislature-finalizes-education-budget-adjusting-voucher-and-teacher-pay-funding/
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-legislature-finalizes-education-budget-adjusting-voucher-and-teacher-pay-funding/


Potential participation in Trump’s voucher program.

Organizations best positioned to take advantage of the Trump school voucher program:
● Elite private schools that serve affluent families and already have their own scholarship 

organizations for Pennsylvania’s EITC/OSTC programs where these families already make 
contributions. 

● Existing special purpose entities that have lists of wealthy individuals that participate in 
Pennsylvania EITC/OSTC programs.

● Schools that are connected to churches and churches that start new schools.

Organizations least well positioned to take advantage of the Trump school voucher program:

Those seeking to support students in low-income communities where many potential donors and 
families of children who would benefit from the program have a federal tax liability that is less than 
$1700. 



“Title I for Rich Kids” 

The Brookings Institute commentary details

● Treasury’s proposed regulations give states an all-or-nothing choice on the Federal 
Scholarship Tax Credit (FSTC), with little control over what happens if they opt in.

● Projected to reach $26 billion by 2030, the FSTC could grow larger than Title I but 
benefit wealthy communities rather than poor communities.

● The FSTC leaves extraordinary room for waste, fraud, and abuse, setting up a rollout 
year likely to be marked by scandals.

● The politics of the tax credit remain unsettled, and a future Democratic administration 
could overhaul or repeal it, possibly redirecting the funds to an expanded child tax 
credit.

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/title-i-for-rich-kids-and-other-predictions-for-the-federal-scholarship-tax-credit/?utm_campaign=Brown%20Center%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9vdKzCxECSwKBYJq2HNRArhaAerFVKX9T6X1yYNDING1WRvR9nnH9v3K9w9TsL5pudGme1jFEIK9cA50N1cEXBMXQRMg&_hsmi=443982741&utm_content=443982741&utm_source=hs_email


Conclusion

When Governor Tina Kotek opted Oregon out of the program, 
she stated, “At this point, I simply cannot trust that any education 
policy coming from Trump’s White House is in the best interest of 
Oregon’s kids and our public education system.”  

The same can be said for Pennsylvania kids and our public 
education system. 

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/another-democratic-leaning-state-will-pass-on-the-federal-school-choice-program/2026/06


Take Action!

Text Governor Shapiro and tell him to REJECT Trump’s 
school voucher program! 

717-788-8990



Thank you!

Questions?

SSpicka@educationvoterspa.org

www.EdVotersPA.org 

mailto:SSpicka@educationvoterspa.org

