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Our Mission

Our mission is to ensure elected officials adopt and implement a 
pro-public education agenda. To that end, we advocate for sound 
education policy and build and mobilize the public will to ensure that 
support for quality public education and an opportunity to learn for all 
children is a top priority for key decision makers.



Our Work

➢ Ed Voters is Pennsylvania’s only statewide public education policy and 
advocacy organization.

➢ We educate individuals, organizations, and our statewide network 
about issues impacting public education.

➢ We train advocates through Zoom and in-person meetings and create 
opportunities for advocates to engage decision makers.

➢ We create fact sheets and write research briefs to support advocacy 
efforts.



The Trump Federal Tax Credit Scholarship Program is a voucher 
program funded with tax dollars diverted from the federal Treasury. 

➢ This program provides a dollar-for-dollar federal tax credit up to $1,700 for taxpayer 
contributions to Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs) that distribute vouchers. 
Governors must actively opt their states into the program annually to participate. 

➢ The Trump school voucher program will direct money out of the US Treasury and into 
vouchers for students for private and religious schools and the private intermediary 
organizations that funnel money to them. The dollars that will fund vouchers will be 
unavailable to fund public education.  

➢ The program begins in January 2027,  when SGOs may begin collecting contributions 
from individuals participating in the program. Contributors to the program will receive 
a tax credit on the taxes they file in 2028.



Source: 
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/

federal-scholarship-tax-credit-tool 



Requirements for SGOs

➢ Must be a 501c3, nonprofit organization.

➢ Must be located in the state where the SGO operates, although Treasury may 
allow out-of-state/multi-state SGOs.

➢ SGOs must award 90% of the funds to 10 or more K-12 students. At least two of 
these students must attend different schools.  

➢ SGOs determine how much money to allocate to each student. They could award 
$100 or $50,000 to an individual student.



Pennsylvania would likely NOT have any influence on how the 
program will be administered if Gov. Shapiro opts in.

Preview guidance from the US Treasury 

Department made on June 9, 2026,  
indicates that states will not be allowed 
to impose any restrictions or limitations 
on the program within their states that 
are not specifically detailed in the 
legislation.  

“States may not impose substantive SGO specific 
requirements that are more restrictive than 
section [the federal statutory] requirements.”

- Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy 
Kevin Salinger



States will likely not be able to restrict federal voucher funds to students with the greatest 
financial need or align income eligibility with current state tax credit voucher programs. 

The federal family income eligibility 

thresholds will be limited to households 

with incomes not greater than 300% of 

the area’s median gross income. 

An Ed Choice analysis finds that family 

income limits in Pennsylvania range 

from a low of $204,000 in Forest 

County to $368,100 in Philadelphia 

and the collar counties.

This income limit far outstrips the 

income limit used by Pennsylvania’s 

current Educational Improvement Tax 

Credit (EITC) and Opportunity 

Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs, 

which restrict scholarships to students 

whose household’s annual income is 

no greater than $116,055 plus $20,428 

for each dependent member of the 

household.





Full interactive map: EdChoice

This program is near-universal, 
meaning that voucher dollars 
would pay the private school 

tuition of all but the 
wealthiest families and will 

serve as a subsidy for the most 
privileged students in 

Pennsylvania.



We do not know how funds would be disbursed. 

We do not know if  money be directed to schools/organizations or given directly to families.

➢ This question is not answered in the legislation, and it was not addressed in a recent 

meeting where the Treasury previewed guidance.

➢ NOTE: In states where families have been given voucher funding directly, fraud and abuse of 

taxpayer money have been rampant.  In Florida, state voucher dollars are used to pay for 

tickets to Disney resorts, paddleboards, televisions, and more. In Arizona, school voucher 

dollars are used to pay for high-end resorts, plane tickets, lingerie, diamond rings, and an 

extensive list of things completely unrelated to educating students.



States will NOT be allowed to oversee the spending of Trump school 
voucher funding to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse.

➢ The federal law gives states little 

authority to prevent waste, fraud, 

and abuse of funding in these 

programs other than removing 

SGOs from the state list. 

➢ SGOs, which will be allowed to 

keep 10% of the funding they 

receive, will be charged with the 

auditing and fraud detection of 

their own operations. This will be a 

fox guarding the henhouse setup.

These are NOT educational expenses.



Public schools will receive NO direct funding from Trump’s vouchers

School districts will 
receive NO direct 
funding from this 
program.
Individual public school students may receive 
funding that will pay for allowable expenses, 
but school districts will receive no funding 
from this program.

➢ The Trump school voucher program will not 
function like the Educational Improvement 
Organization (EIO) program, which is part of 
Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) program, where organizations are 
allowed to fund programming and services that 
benefit students in school districts as a whole.

➢ Funding will be designated as a voucher for a 
specific student to cover specific costs. 

➢ To receive voucher funding through this program, 
each student's family income must be verified.



●
○  Tuition and fees,

○  Books, supplies, and equipment,

○  Academic tutoring,

○  Special needs services for a special needs beneficiary,

○  Room and board,

○  Uniforms,

○  Transportation,

○ Supplementary items and services 

(including extended day programs), and 

○ Computer equipment that is used by 

the beneficiary and the beneficiary’s 

family during any of the years the 

beneficiary is in elementary or 

secondary school.  

**In Pennsylvania’s public schools, most of these expenses are already included as part of 

public education. Families are not charged for these expenses and would not be eligible for a 

voucher if they have no out-of-pocket expenses.

The language for what can be paid for with voucher dollars is specific to 
Coverdell expenses, which include:



We know very little about what financial information will 
families have to share.

➢ Families' income must be verified to qualify for federal voucher 

funding.

➢ It is still unknown what documents or financial information families 

will be required to provide.

➢ It is also unclear which vendors will handle this information or 

what privacy safeguards will be in place to protect it.



Federal voucher dollars will be used to fund 
private and religious schools that 

discriminate against students.

States will not be allowed to prohibit federal voucher 

dollars from funding private and religious schools 

that discriminate against their students or employees 

because of their disability, religion, academics, 

LGBTQ+ status, pregnancy or abortion, or a school’s 

subjective determination of whether a student is the 

“right fit” for the school or not.

Only public schools educate all students who come 

through their doors. Private schools choose the 

students they educate.
Read our full report on discriminatory 
policies in PA’s private schools HERE



The costs could be substantial for Pennsylvania taxpayers to set up 
and administer the Trump school voucher program.

While we don’t know the exact costs we can 

compare the costs of other states who have 

already opted into this program.

For example, the Florida legislature has allocated 

$2 million to the Florida Department of 

Education to develop an administrative platform 

for the Trump school voucher program. This does 

not include funding for recurring costs that will 

be required to administer the program each year.



Who is best positioned to take advantage of Trump’s voucher 
program?

To have a federal tax liability of $1700 that can be redirected into the Trump school voucher 
program, individuals will need to have an adjusted gross income of approximately $85,000. 
Individuals with tax liabilities that are less than $1700 can participate in the program and make 
contributions equal to their tax liability. 

Communities where there are many wealthy individuals who have large federal tax liabilities will 
be target rich environments for SGOs seeking contributors to the Trump school voucher program. 

Low-income communities will have far fewer individuals with tax liabilities to redirect to the 
voucher program. In addition, individuals who are living paycheck-to-paycheck will not have the 
luxury of making a contribution to an SGO in one fiscal year and waiting until the next fiscal year 
to receive a credit on their tax bill for the contribution. 



Potential participation in Trump’s voucher program.

Organizations best positioned to take advantage of the Trump school voucher program:
● Elite private schools that serve affluent families and already have their own scholarship 

organizations for Pennsylvania’s EITC/OSTC programs where these families already make 
contributions. 

● Existing special purpose entities that have lists of wealthy individuals that participate in 
Pennsylvania EITC/OSTC programs.

● Schools that are connected to churches and churches that start new schools.

Organizations least well positioned to take advantage of the Trump school voucher program:

Those seeking to support students in low-income communities where many potential donors and 
families of children who would benefit from the program have a federal tax liability that is less than 
$1700. 



The Governor’s Decision

The decision Pennsylvania’s governor makes regarding the 
Trump school voucher program will have enormous, 
long-lasting ramifications for educational resource 
allocation and equity in the commonwealth.

Given recent comments from the the U.S. Treasury, it is 
reasonable to expect that the proposed regulations for the 
Trump school voucher program that will be released in 
September 2026 will continue to lack clarity on many of the 
issues described above. Governor Shapiro will have 
inadequate information to formulate a thorough 
understanding of the impact that the Trump school 
voucher program would have on students and on 
Pennsylvania’s education system as a whole.  



Conclusion

When Governor Tina Kotek opted Oregon out of the program, 
she stated, “At this point, I simply cannot trust that any education 
policy coming from Trump’s White House is in the best interest of 
Oregon’s kids and our public education system.”  

The same can be said for Pennsylvania kids and our public 
education system. 



Thank you!

Questions?

SSpicka@educationvoterspa.org

www.EdVotersPA.org 


