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The Black Inferiority Campaign

● Burrell argues as a marketing professional that the 
United States in engaged in a centuries long media 
campaign 

● The purpose of this campaign is to propagate the 
myth of Black Inferiority and justify slavery in a 
democracy

● He writes, “The early American ruling class used 
every available tool  – religion, law, politics, art, 
literature, even the nascent field of science – as 
tool of sales promotion and PR strategy”
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The Case of Edward Austin Johnson
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“Stop talking about the South. As long as you are 
south of the Canadian border, you are South.”

- Malcolm X
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Reconstruction - 
“12 years in the 

sun”

“Redemption” - 
White Backlash & Jim 

Crow

Civil Rights Era - 
VRA to the Present

1865-1877

1878-1964

1965-2026



“
Weaponized Scrutiny & Political 

Disenfranchisement



“
Attacks on Positional & 

Professional Power
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◆ When Black leaders are held to 
more strictly to supposedly neutral 
standards (e.g. education, 
politicians, etc.)

◆ Used to create narratives, drain 
resources, deterrence, and erode 
public trust

◆ Ex. Dr. Claudine Gay, Former 
President of Harvard University

Weaponized Scrutiny
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Anti-Affirmative Action & DEI

◆ Calls into question 
qualifications and 
assumes lack of merit

◆ Fulfills narrative of Black 
Inferiority

◆ Activates emotional 
response 



“
From Reconstruction to 

“Redemption”
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Radical Reconstruction Post-Civil War
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The 1876 Election (Hayes-Tilden Compromise)
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Fear of Black Leadership — “Negro Rule”
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Voter Intimidation and Vigilante Violence
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Inside-Out Strategy (Repression & Violence)

◆ Poll taxes
◆ Literacy tests
◆ Grandfather Clauses
◆ All-White Primaries
◆ Discretionary Registration Processes
◆ Timing & Location
◆ Economic Reprisals
◆ Lynching & Extra-Judicial Violence



“
Voting Rights Act (VRA) & Modern 

Tactics
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◆ This case effectively gutted 
the Voting Rights Act

◆ Actions by states no longer 
required preclearance

◆ Made the way for increased 
Black voter suppression

Shelby v. Holder (2013)
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Contemporary Tactics of Suppressing Black Voting Power

◆ Gerrymandering
◆ Election Boards
◆ Voter ID Laws
◆ Purging Voter Rolls
◆ Reducing Early Voting & Closing Polling Places
◆ Felony Disenfranchisement
◆ Criminalizing Voting Activities
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“Cracking and Packing”

Tippecanoe County Habitat for Humanity. (n.d.). Gerrymandering and redlining. Retrieved 
February 4, 2026, from https://www.tchabitat.org/blog/gerrymandering-and-redlining
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Q&A

James E. Ford
Executive Director of CREED
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