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AGENDA  
 



MISSION  
The Immigrant and Refugee Law Center provides accessible legal services to immigrant and refugee families in the Greater Cincinnati community.  

 



Status: Lawful Permanent Resident (“Green Card”)
Ways to obtain: 
➢ Family
➢ Employment
➢ Humanitarian remedies
Rights: 
➢ Legally work and live in U.S. indefinitely
➢ Travel in and out of U.S. 
➢ Status may be revoked due to certain criminal violations
➢ Access to some public benefits

IMMIGRATION BASICS



Status:   Undocumented
Ways to Obtain:
Ø Foreign-born person who do not possess a valid visa or other 

immigration documentation, because they entered the U.S. without 
inspection

Ø Visa overstay
Ø Otherwise violated terms of status 

   Rights: 
Ø Not employment eligible
Ø Not able to "adjust" to another status (with rare exceptions)
Ø Not eligible for public benefits (generally)
Ø Access court services, emergency services (shelters), education, 

emergency medical care, constitutional rights (Know Your Rights!)

IMMIGRATION BASICS



- U-Visa (Victim of crime)
- VAWA (Victim of domestic violence by USC or LPR spouse or   
   child)
- Asylum (Persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political  
   opinion, or membership in a particular social group. Apply 
   within one year of arrival)
- Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (Children victims of abuse,   
   neglect, or abandonment)
- Temporary Protected Status

Can an Undocumented Person obtain Immigration Status?



• The government would have to spend an average of $7 billion per year to conduct one million 
arrests annually.

• The government would have to spend an average of $66 billion per year to detain one million 
immigrants annually, or surveil them on alternatives to detention programs while detention 
capacity ramps up to one million.

• The government would have to spend an average of $12.6 billion per year to carry out legal 
processing for an average of one million immigrants annually.

• The government would have to spend an average of $2.1 billion per year to remove one million 
immigrants annually.

An annual cost of $88 billion to deport one million 
immigrants

The Cost of Mass Deportation

* Source: American Immigrant Council: U.S. Immigration Statistics 

https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/national/
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• Family Separation
• Loss of workers will reduce the U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) by 4.2 

to 6.8 percent
• Significant labor shocks across multiple key industries, with especially 

acute impacts on construction, agriculture, and the hospitality sector
• Significant reduction in tax revenues for the U.S. government
• Higher costs for local governments

* Undocumented immigrants make up 4.7% of the workforce despite only 
being 3.4% of the overall population

Impact of Mass Deportations

* Source: American Immigrant Council & ITEP 





• All people, including undocumented people, have 
constitutional rights.

• You have the right to remain silent.
• You have the right to refuse a search of your home or car – 

Ask to see a warrant.
• Police can question anyone on the street, but they cannot 

detain someone (without your permission), even for a 
moment, without reasonable suspicion.

• You have the right to call a lawyer
• Refuse to sign anything you do not understand

General Rights



COURT ORDER

CORRECT NAME AND 
ADDRESS

JUDGE'S SIGNATURE 
“JUDICIAL OFFICER”
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AN IMMIGRATION 
ORDER DOES NOT 
GIVE THE OFFICER 
PERMISSION TO 
ENTER YOUR 
HOME…BUT 

ICE IS LIKELY TO 
SEARCH FOR YOU IN A 
PUBLIC PLACE WITH 
THIS TYPE OF ORDER



• Make sure you have copies of important documents 
and keep originals in a safe place.

• Identify an emergency caretaker for your children and 
your assets 

• Memorize at least one emergency phone number
• Talk to an immigration attorney
• Know your rights

Prepare a Family Plan 



THANK YOU!


