
Zinn Education Project campaign
director

Rethinking Schools editor

Author and editor of many books,
including Teach Truth: The Struggle
for Antiracist Education 

JESSE HAGOPIAN

ZINNEDPROJECT.ORGTeach Truth 



Co-coordinated by: 



ZINNEDPROJECT.ORGTeach Truth Prep Session

Teach Truth About the American Revolution
DECOLONIZE 1776 

On the 250th anniversary, we 
offer lessons, critical questions,
readings, and films to Teach Truth
about the American Revolution
and founding of the United States.
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Revolution for Whom? Seven Questions to Rethink 1776

1. Should the American Revolution be considered revolutionary? 
What does “revolution” mean? What would constitute an actual revolution?

2. How did Black, Native, poor, and colonized peoples envision freedom?
How did they use words like “liberty,” “equality,” and “justice”?

3. How did colonists’ invasion of Native lands — and resistance to it —
shape the Revolutionary War and founding of the United States?

4. How did colonists’ enslavement of Black people — and resistance to it —
shape the Revolutionary War and founding of the United States?



Revolution for Whom? Seven Questions to Rethink 1776

5. Which groups fought on either side of the Revolution? 
Who benefited, and who didn’t? Why would some groups not support
— or actively oppose — the Revolution?

6. How was the Revolutionary War part of an “Age of Revolutions”
and colonial battles across the world?

7. What happens to our understanding of “American freedom” when
we center the voices of those it excluded? What do popular stories of
the Revolution claim about how history and progress are made? What
do they hide? What purposes do they serve?
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Maps of Cherokee Country  and the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy  

Portraits (left to right) of Thayandenagea (Joseph Brant), Phillis Wheatley, and James Forten 



1765 map marked by the British with “Land Reserved for the Indians” west of

the Appalachian Mountains.

Declaration of Independence, magnifying the words

“merciless Indian Savages” in the final grievance.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3301r.ar011800/
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WE DON’T LEARN ABOUT
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“Benjamin Banneker: Surveyor-Inventor-Astronomer,” mural by Maxime Seelbinder,

at the Recorder of Deeds building in Washington, D.C., built in 1943.

In a letter to Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Banneker questioned
the motives of Jefferson and
other Founders who asserted in
the Declaration of Independence
that “all men are created equal,”
only to weave the institution of
slavery into the fabric of the new
United States.



Engraving of abolitionist and theologian

Samuel Hopkins, who also wrote under the

alias “Crito.”

In a 1787 newspaper column,
theologian Samuel Hopkins
observed that many Americans
said they would choose “rather to
die than to be slaves,” and yet
continued “to hold hundreds of
thousands of their fellow men in
abject slavery.”
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Padlet Activity
Respond to one or both questions: 

Imagine we won, what would a day look like?

What is a “glimpse of impossible
possibility” in your organizing?
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