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What You Can Do



Working for Change
More than 50% of Americans “don’t know where to start” when 
it comes to climate action.*

Working for change helps inoculate us against despair: young 
people anxious about climate change aren’t paralyzed by it if 
they are able to act.**

* Climate Change in the American Mind - Yale Program on Climate Change Communication, Nov. 2019

**”Associations Between Climate Change Related Efficacy Beliefs, Social Norms and Climate Anxiety 
Among Young People in Germany” presented at EARA Conference, 2020



CORPORATE

Three Prong Approach to Change

INDIVIDUAL

GOVERNMENT

“There is urgency, but we have agency.”  Dr. Michael Mann



      10 Things You Can Do to Combat Climate Change
1. Talk to people about Climate Change
2. Plant trees and/or preserve existing ones
3. Fly less/purchase carbon allowances (carbonlighthouse.org)
4. Eat less meat and dairy (try for locally produced food) save $
5. Leave the car at home more save $
6. Reduce your energy use save $
7. Invest/bank responsibly
8. Cut consumption and waste save $
9. Join local groups 

10. Vote with Climate in mind
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5 Tips to Help You Talk about Climate Change

1. Focus on important people first (family, friends, co-workers).
2. Introduce it casually, ask lots of questions and LISTEN 

(what do they care about?).
3. Come prepared w/ some facts (i.e. 2024 was warmest on 

record) but know when to back off.
4. Make it personal; share why you care and focus on shared 

values.
5. Focus on solutions since individual action isn’t enough. We 

need government, corporate action also, and need it now.



OK, Here’s 5 More…

1. Forget the trolls and deniers (they’re down to about 12% of 
Americans).

2. Repel false narratives; science is NOT on the fence about 
climate change.

3. Focus on hope, not fear (solutions abound, with many 
positive impacts).

4. Envision future life with a calmer climate (dream, have fun).
5. Continue the conversation later - it could be a long process.





Read Section 5 of this book (p. 195-245)
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Important Websites

greeningofdetroit.com
carbonlighthouse.org
https://Bank.green
citizensclimatelobby.org
climatecentral.org

http://greeningofdetroit.com
http://carbonlighthouse.org
https://bank.green
http://citizensclimatelobby.org
http://climatecentral.org






Supplementary Graphics

These additional slides can help you further explore a specific topic, if desired





ADDITIONAL SLIDES
For those wanting to go deeper into some topics

● Supplementary Slides: premade slides with main points provided
○ Greenhouse effect – animation (58)
○ Longer term glacial retreat – Muir Glacier (59)
○ Paleoclimate reconstruction and long term carbon dioxide time series data (60-62)
○ Length of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere (63)
○ Rising Temperatures, US and global (64-66)
○ Astronomical influences (67-68)
○ Ocean temperatures – Time series with ENSO flucutations (69)
○ Consensus science (70)
○ Projections and pathways (71-73)

● Local + Extra Slides: collection of local and extra graphics organized by topic
○ Extreme Weather
○ Rising Temperatures
○ Ice & Snow
○ Sea Level Rise & Ocean Warming
○ Health Impacts
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Alaska’s Muir Glacier



Reconstructing Past Climates





Local Graphic Available



Natural Climate Change - Takes Much Longer







Human-caused Climate Change is widely agreed upon...

of actively publishing climate scientists 
agree that human-caused climate 
change is happening.

97%

99.9%
of scientific research studies published 
in peer-reviewed scientific journals find 
that human-caused climate change is 
happening.





Sea Level Rise Projections over a century



Local + Extra Graphics

Directly copy or click on the URL in the slide notes to use the desired graphic 

*look for the           in the upper left of slides to indicate images with local data - URL in slide notes*



Rising Temperatures

Days Above X Seasonal Warming

Not-So-Extreme Cold Warm Summer Nights



Ice & Snow

Great Lakes Meltdown Snowfall Trends (Winter, Fall, Spring, Summer)



Sea Level Rise & Ocean Warming

Ocean Heat Waves

Coastal Flood Days

Where’s the Heat?

What’s At Risk?



Health Impacts

Algal Blooms Poison Ivy Pollen Mosquitoes

PM 2.5 Air Pollution Ticks


