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O B J E C T I V E

There are over 1800 school board seats on the ballot across Ohio this
November. Those who win will oversee billions of taxpayer dollars; create

policy that will impact millions of students; and serve as the last line of
defense against the attacks on public education coming from National

and State levels.

We believe in the importance of school boards and hope to educate and
empower voters throughout Ohio to engage in the upcoming election!



ROLES - WHO DOES WHAT?

SCHOOL BOARD
Governs - “What”

The school board establishes
policies and fiscal practices in line

with that vision & direction.

The school board & administration co-create the 
vision and priorities for the district.

ADMINISTRATION
Manages- “How”

The admin is responsible for
allocating resources & managing the
day-to-day operations of the district.



SCHOOL BOARD & ADMIN: 
WHO DOES WHAT: POLICY MAKING

SCHOOL BOARD
Governs - “What”

Creates or amends policies in alignment
with the co-created vision, and is

responsible for oversight.

ADMINISTRATION
Manages- “How”

Implements the board policies, creating
practices and procedures.

Example:
Creates the district attendance

policy.

Example:
Sets procedures for recording

attendance and communicating
with families.



SCHOOL BOARD & ADMIN: 
WHO DOES WHAT: BUDGET

SCHOOL BOARD
Governs - “What”

Oversees and approves the budget,
ensuring the district is a good steward

of taxpayer dollars.

ADMINISTRATION
Manages- “How”

Allocates financial and personnel
resources in equitable and effective

ways.



SCHOOL BOARD & ADMIN: 
WHO DOES WHAT: CURRICULUM

SCHOOL BOARD
Governs - “What”

Approves curriculum, including
textbooks.

ADMINISTRATION
Manages- “How”

Makes curricula and textbook
recommendations aligned with the

vision and values of the district.



SCHOOL BOARD & ADMIN: WHO 
DOES WHAT: HIRING & EVALUATING

SCHOOL BOARD
Governs - “What”

Recruits, hires, and evaluates the
Superintendent 

(and sometimes other roles like the Treasurer,
General Counsel, or Internal Auditor)

ADMINISTRATION
Manages- “How”

Recruits, hires, and evaluates all staff
except Superintendent 

(and other roles the board may oversee)



SCHOOL BOARD & ADMIN: 
WHO DOES WHAT: COMMUNITY

SCHOOL BOARD
Governs - “What”

Represents YOU - the community -
and reports to you! 

The board represents, engages, and informs
the community about policies and decisions

of the district.

ADMINISTRATION
Manages- “How”

Engages and informs the community
about policies, practices, and

procedures of the district.



SCHOOL BOARD & ADMIN: 
WHO DOES WHAT: SUMMARY

SCHOOL BOARD
Governs - “What”

Makes policy
Creates and oversees budget
Approves curriculum
Hires and evaluates the
Superintendent
Reports to the community

ADMINISTRATION
Manages- “How”

Makes procedures to follow policy
Implements budget
Recommend and utilize curriculum
Hires and evaluates other staff
Engages and communicates with the
community



ROLES - TOOLKIT RESOURCES



T I M E L I N E

SEPT 16

Military &
Overseas

Voting
Begins

SEPT  19 OCT 6 OCT 7

 GET OUT THE
VOTE FOR
SCHOOL
BOARD

ELECTIONS
BY 7:30 P.M.

NOV 4
National

Voter
Registration

Day

Deadline to
register to

vote. 
Boards open
until 9 p.m.

Early in-
person &
absentee

voting begins



WHO’S RUNNING?

How many seats are open?
How many candidates are running? 

Is the race competitive?
Are there any incumbents running?

You can look up their actions during
their current term to see if they align
with your views

WE’RE A
 501 (C) (3)

Nonpartisan
Nonprofit

Issue-focused
501 (c) (4) partners



WHO’S RUNNING?

COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTIONS
BALLOTPEDIA
LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS & VOTE 411 TOOL
RED, WINE & BLUE OHIO
VOTER GUIDE
SCHOOL BOARD SCHOOL 

PLACES TO LOOK:



  WHO’S RUNNING?

CLICK TO SEE
THE LIST OF
CANDIDATES

(USUALLY A PDF
OPENS)



  WHO’S RUNNING?

FIND THE
CANDIDATES IN
YOUR DISTRICT  



  WHO’S RUNNING?

WHEN ALL ELSE
FAILS, CALL AND

ASK!



 RESEARCH -  CHECK THE

SPREADSHEET

GOOGLE SHEET
Social media 
Website
Submit info to
nhastings@ho
nestyforohioe
ducation.org



  RESEARCH -  CHECK THE

SPREADSHEET

GOOGLE SHEET

Make a copy
Make it your
own!



RESEARCH  

GRAPHIC 
ORGANIZER
The non-

spreadsheet
option!



RESEARCH

WHAT ARE THEIR
VIEWS?

School Finances/Levies
Universal Vouchers
Book Bans
RTRI
Discipline/Behavior
Academic Standards/Accountability
Technology Usage/AI
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion*

 *in no particular order!



RESEARCH

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

Do they understand the role
of a school board member?

Will they be able to deliver on
what they are promising?



RESEARCH

MAKING FINAL
CHOICES

Which candidates align
best with the issues that are

most important to you?



RESEARCH -  TOOLKIT

RESOURCES



1 2 3

SHARE WHAT
YOU’VE

LEARNED!

GET INVOLVED! JOIN US NEXT
MONTH FOR

MORE IN-DEPTH
INFO

R E AC T



DETERMINE HOW
MUCH TIME YOU
HAVE & FIND A

GOOD FIT.

WHAT SKILLS DO
YOU WANT TO

SHARE?

REACT -

 GET INVOLVED



TURNOUT IS LOW
DURING “OFF YEAR”

ELECTIONS

YOUR
CONVERSATIONS

COULD CHANGE THE
OUTCOME!

REACT -
WHY IT’S  IMPORTANT TO SHARE INFO

LOST BY
 5 VOTES



RALLY MAKES IT
EASY TO SHARE
WITH PEOPLE IN

YOUR CIRCLE

ACTIONS WILL BE
ADDED OFTEN

REACT -

SHARE INFORMATION





WHAT DOES RALLY
OFFER?

TARGETED CONTENT

CUSTOMIZED VOTE
PLANS

REACT -

SHARE INFORMATION

Learn More About the
Red Wine & Blue App and

Rally!



YOU ARE A
TRUSTED SOURCE

FOR MANY FRIENDS
& RELATIVES.

LET US HELP YOU
SHARE CONTENT &
IMPORTANT INFO.

REACT -

SHARE INFORMATION



EMAIL ME WITH
QUESTIONS 

BRIDGET@REDWINE.
BLUE

 

REACT -

GET RALLY!

Train in 10: 
Rally Together



SHARE THE SCHOOL
BOARD TOOLKIT

WITH OTHERS

WHAT ELSE CAN
YOU DO TO SPREAD
AWARENESS ABOUT

CANDIDATES?

 

REACT -

GET THE TOOLKIT!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO
ACCESS THE SCHOOL

BOARD TOOLKIT &
MANY OTHER
RESOURCES



EMAIL ME WITH
QUESTIONS 

BRIDGET@REDWINE.
BLUE

 

Oct. 9: School Finances/Levies on the Ballot  
Oct. 16: Short Recap + How Do We Protect All Students? 
Oct. 30: GOTV Text-a-Thon with Honesty for Ohio Education
Mid-November: Post-Election/How Do We Stay Involved?
Mid

REACT -  AT TEND

 FUTURE EVENTS



FRIDAY OFFICE
HOURS

1:30-3:30 P.M. ET
 ON ZOOM

EVERY WEEK

REACT -

LET ’S TALK IT  THROUGH

 DROP-IN OFFICE
HOURS WITH NATALIE 

STRATEGIZE
RESEARCH
BRAINSTORM
BE ENCOURAGED



CONTACT  
INFORMATION

Andrea Granieri 
School Board School
Andrea@SchoolBoardSchool.org

 

Natalie Hastings 
Honesty for Ohio Education 
NHastings@HonestyForOhioEducation.org 

Izetta Thomas 
Columbus Education Justice Coalition
ThomasI@ceaohio.org

Bridget Rueter
Red Wine & Blue
Bridget@RedWine.Blue 




