
 OHIO  
NEW MEMBER
ORIENTATION 

NOT POLITICAL? 

NO PROBLEM.

IN FACT, IT’S PERFECT.



ROBYN FORNEY (SHE/HER)
NE OHIO ORGANIZER

MEET 
TEAM 
OHIO

LAURA MULLEN (SHE/HER)
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

BRIDGET RUETER (SHE/HER)
SW OHIO ORGANIZER

DALE MARIE PONTZ (SHE/HER)
SW OHIO ORGANIZER

email us at OHIO@redwine.blue

AMY DIDION (SHE/HER)
NW OHIO ORGANIZER

ARIE GOODMAN (SHE/HER)
DEPUTY DIRECTOR



Red Wine and Blue Team Ohio provides
an inviting and actionable pathway to
political literacy and civic engagement

about common-sense issues facing
suburban women. We build community
through approachable content, friend-

to-friend organizing, and personal
storytelling.

OUR MISSION
HOW WE DO IT



WHAT WE DO



The simple, proven concept
that people talking to their
friends and family is more

effective than strangers
talking to strangers.

WHAT IS

Slides will be sent after session
Reach out to us at Ohio@redwine.blue

FRIEND TO FRIEND 
   ORGANIZING



 WHY IT WORKS
THE DATA SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

People trust someone they know
more than a stranger or a political ad.

RWB’s 2023 relational program
increased voter turnout by 10.1%
(over 8% here in Ohio).

That’s a gamechanger—especially
when local races are decided by just a
handful of votes



2025 OHIO RWB WINS!
Common-sense candidates won 78% of Ohio school board races
targeted by RWB in 2025
76% of the RWB Ohio members who ran for office WON!
Ohioans passed 57% of the levies we supported in 2025
RWB’s Ohio membership grew 19% in 2025
RWB’s Ohio Facebook group membership grew by 10%
More than 3000 Ohioans joined the Red Wine & Blue App
RWB raised over $108,000 for Springfield organizations supporting
Haitian immigrants
Team Ohio held 185 events for our members - how many did you
attend?

 



HOW WE DO IT 



What’s an RO and how can they help you?

RO - or Regional Organizer - is a RWB role
that supports our members in the field

ROs are full-time, year-round employees
of Red Wine & Blue. 

Team Ohio has four ROs who are here to help however they can.

What can an RO do for you? Let’s take a look... 



Meet 1:1 to answer questions, get more
involved, and support
Be a guest speaker for groups or events
Help you host house parties to spread the
word of RWB, local issues, and elections
Connect with coalition partners and their
opportunities
Contribute Rally actions
Connect to or start a RWB Network group
And more! Just ask ohio@redwine.blue

How can Regional Organizers help you?



Issue Awareness
Public Pressure
Elections
Accountability



Red Wine & Blue’s national grassroots organizing program that
helps local groups across the country get started, grow, and
strengthen. 

Creates a national network of grassroots organizations that will
have their own landing pages and can be found on a searchable
map on the RWB website

Enables your group to stay independent, while providing access to
exclusive Red Wine & Blue content, training opportunities, and
connection to other leaders of grassroots groups from across the
country.

WHAT IS THE
RWB NETWORK?



WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE
Resistance & Education

Standing up to protest against injustices in your community
Advocacy & Accountability

Keeping an eye on elected officials and candidates, shining a light
on their actions, and asking them to do what you want them to
do.

Mutual Aid & Protection
Helping people directly affected by harmful policies 

Community Building
Allow time and space for your group members to get to know
each other



MAKE YOUR
CONNECTIONS 

RWB APP

ASSETS & ACTIONS





IMPACTING OHIO
GOVERNMENT

Slides will be sent after session
Reach out to us at Ohio@redwine.blue



CALL STATE LEGISLATORS

TESTIFY IN COMMITTEE

FOLLOW STATE LEGISLATION

FOLLOW YOUR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE

FIND YOUR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE



FIND YOUR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE

HTTPS://WWW.LEGISLATURE.OHIO.GOV/

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/


FOLLOW YOUR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE

FOLLOW LEGISLATION



FIND YOUR STATE SENATOR

HTTPS://WWW.OHIOSENATE.GOV/

https://www.ohiosenate.gov/


FOLLOW YOUR STATE
SENATOR

FOLLOW LEGISLATION



CALL STATE LEGISLATORS
This is not like calling Congress. You can actually build a
relationship with the legislative aide that you talk to!
There is only 1 phone line per legislator - they WILL get your
message!
You CAN call legislators in distrcits where you do not live

Some examples:
Call committee chairs and say, “I’m calling about this bill in your
XXXXXX Committee.”
Call the Senate President, House Speaker, or the Majority Floor
Leader (person who sets the voting agenda)
It will always be MOST effective to call your own legislators
So if you are calling your own legislator, let them know!
Don’t forget to call the legislators doing good work!



TESTIFY IN COMMITTEE

What makes good testimony?
Short and sweet: If there’s a lot of testimony, you’ll likely be
limited to 2-3 minutes. Make them count.
Consider your audience: Think of a relative who you know would
oppose what you are saying. That’s your audience.
You can watch all House and Senate Sessions AND all committee
hearings live on OhioChannel.org – it’s free!
The videos are also archived on the site!

https://ohiochannel.org/


SCAN HERE
RWB RESOURCES

SCAN HERE
VOLUNTEER SURVEY

REDWINE.BLUEREDWINE.BLUE



LOBBY DAY



OHIO EVENTS



ELECTION EDUCATION



Any Questions?


