
OHIOOHIOOHIO
Family Meeting

September 9, 2026



DALE MARIE PONTZ
Southwest
CincinnatiBRIDGET RUETER

Southwest
Dayton

SOUTHERN OHIO

LAURA MULLEN
Program Director

AMY DIDION
Northwest

TONYA HORN
Northeast

NORTHERN OHIO

ARIE GOODMAN
Deputy Program Director Team OhioTeam OhioTeam Ohio



WE ARE IN NEED OF A CHANGE

THE PATH
FORWARD



WHAT ARE YOUR ISSUES?

AFFORDABILITY

DATA CENTERS
FLOCK CAMERAS

DEMOCRACY

IMMIGRATIONFOOD SAFETY

HEALTH CARE ACCESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION



Voting Guide 



“The Heat Map focuses on the counties and states where close contests, bad
actors, and systemic weaknesses collide to increase risk. This tool is designed

to enable you to better understand where attention, preparation, and resources
are most needed.” - Source: Voting Rights Lab 2026 Election Risk Heat Map



WHERE CAN WE MAKE AN IMPACT?

Statewide
Races

Voting Guide 



OHIO SUPREME COURT 

Interprets Ohio Laws
Reviews laws in compliance with the State
Constitution
Rule on the fairness of Statehouse &
Congressional maps

Decides Appeals
on cases heard in lower court

Oversees Lower Courts and Lawyers
Sets policy and budgets
Sets and oversees ethical guidelines for all
Ohio lawyers

Re elect 
Justice Jennifer Brunner

Elect 
Judge Marilyn Zayas



GOVERNOR & LT GOVERNOR 

Dr Amy Acton
& 

David Pepper

Sets state policy on health care, housing,
human service, public education
transportation and other issues. 
Proposes and approves the State budget
Can veto legislation if we break the super
majority
Executes laws passed by the legislature
Coordinates all agencies in the Executive
Branch
Commands the Ohio National Guard



SECRETARY OF STATE 

Chief Election Officer:
Oversees the elections to ensure compliance
with state and federal laws
Chairs the State Ballot Board
 Chairs the redistricting commission- draws
our state and congressional districts

Licensing businesses and state record keeping
Receives and approves articles of
incorporation for Ohio businesses
Provides Public access to records

Elect 
Allison Russo



ATTORNEY GENERAL

Chief Legal Officer: 
Represents Ohio in all court cases
Provides legal counsel to all elected state officials,
state departments, commissions and the GA.
Coordinates with Law Enforcement
Approves the summary language of Ballot Initiatives

Enforcement Authority: 
Enforces Ohio Law in Consumer protection, anti-trust
actions, human trafficking, organized crime and
nursing home patient abuse and neglect.
Decides case priority

Elect 
John Kulewicz



STATE TREASURER

Elect 
Seth Walsh

Chief Fiscal Officer: 
 Responsible for collecting, investing and
protecting state funds, including most
state taxes and fees . 
Tracks and maintains Ohio’s unclaimed
property database

State Banker: 
Issues bonds for voter authorized
infrastructure improvement programs and
school facilities construction



Elect 
Annette Blackwell

STATE AUDITOR

Chief Accounting Officer: 
Responsible for auditing all public offices
on Ohio, including local governments,
schools, libraries & State universities. 

Watchdog for public fraud
Promote transparency in government
Decides where to direct investigations



ISSUE 3
VOTE NO



WHERE CAN WE MAKE AN IMPACT?

PROTECTING VOTING RIGHTS IS ON THE BALLOT 

ISSUE 3
VOTE NO

Voter fraud is extremely rare in Ohio
Strict voter ID laws already exist
Enshrines voter suppression in our
Constitution
Makes improvements more difficult



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

REGIONAL
REPORTS



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

NORTHWEST
OHIO



                             is... diverse people and land; farmers to
factory workers; strong work ethic; small town values; love
of community and public education. 

Lake Erie Love 

Issues we care about:
Education
Affordability
Housing
Data Centers/Flock Surveillance 

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

There is MOMENTUM in our very red, very “gerryed” area!

NW OHIO



Derek Merrin
Republican

Marcy Kaptur
Democrat

Incumbent

TARGET RACES - US CONGRESS

OH DISTRICT - 5

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

OH DISTRICT - 9 Brian Shaver
Democrat

Bob Latta
Republican
Incumbent



Rick Rettig
Democrat

Haraz Ghanbari
Republican Incumbent

HOUSE DISTRICT - 44

Easton Retzke
Democrat

Caleb Stidham
Republican

HOUSE DISTRICT - 89

Dave Fournier
Democrat

Edward Schimmel
Republican 

TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE
WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

     LUCAS COUNTY HOLDs:

HD 41 Erika White-D
HD 42 Elgin Rogers Jr.-D
HD 43 Michele Grim- D

SD 11 Paula Hicks-Hudson-D

HOUSE DISTRICT - 75

Aaron Jones
Democrat

Gary Click
Republican
Incumbent

HOUSE DISTRICT - 88



Michael Baker
Democrat Cliff WInkel

Republican

HOUSE DISTRICT - 52 Gayle Manning
Republican
Incumbent

Joe Miller
Democrat

SENATE DISTRICT - 13

TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

LORAIN COUNTY



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

NORTHEAST
OHIO



Diverse Region
Flock Camera and Surveillance 
Data Centers 
Healthcare Access 
Education
Immigration

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Cleveland - Cuyahoga has 6 County-
Wide Issues
Akron - Housing Amendments on the
Ballot



Max Miller
Republican

(Incumbent) Brian Poindexter
Democrat

TARGET RACES - US CONGRESS

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

OH DISTRICT - 7



Sandeep Dixit
Independent

OH DISTRICT - 13

Shontel Brown
Democrat

(Incumbant) Mike Kirchner
Republican

Carey Coleman
Republican

Emillia Sykes
Democrat

(Incumbent)
OH DISTRICT - 11

TARGET RACES - US CONGRESS

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!



TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Sean Brennan
Democrat

(Incumbent) David Morgan
Republican

HOUSE DISTRICT - 14
Megan Coy

Democrat
Mike Dovilla

Republican
Incumbent

HOUSE DISTRICT - 17



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

J. Noah Spinner
Democrat

Mike Kahoe
Republican

HOUSE DISTRICT - 31
Jack K. Daniels

Republican
IncumbentDjordjije Popovic

Democrat
(Write-in Candidate)

HOUSE DISTRICT - 32

TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Samantha Salamon
Democrat

Vik Sandhu
Republican

HOUSE DISTRICT - 35
Jim Thomas

Republican
IncumbentKrista Allison

Democrat

HOUSE DISTRICT - 49

TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE



Steve Demetriou
Republican

(Incumbent) Mike Roberto
Democrat

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

TARGET RACES - STATE SENATE

SD - 27



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

CENTRAL
OHIO



TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Brian Lorenz
Republican
(Incumbent)

Shelby Kimball
Democrat

OHIO HOUSE
DISTRICT - 60



TARGET RACES - STATE SENATE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

OHIO SENATE
DISTRICT - 03

Stacie Baker
Democrat

Michele Reynolds
Republican

(Incumbent)



TARGET RACES - US CONGRESS

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Mike Carey
Republican
(Incumbent)

Don Leonard
Democrat

Brennan Barrington
Libertarian

OH - 15



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

SOUTHWEST
OHIO

(NORTHERN
CINCINNATI &

DAYTON)



We’re seeing more commonsense candidates
running across these traditionally
conservative areas.
It’s a Large Area!

Butler, Clark, Greene, Miami, Montgomery,
and Warren Counties

Immigration - Springfield
Flock Cameras - Dayton has suspended use
Data Centers - Trenton
School Levies - Clark-Shawnee, Dayton,
Fairfield, and Lakota
Butler County - Has a 287(g) contract with
ICE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!



TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

OHIO HOUSE
DISTRICT - 36

Andrea White
Republican
(Incumbent)

Rose Lounsbury
Democrat



TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

OHIO HOUSE
DISTRICT - 39

Mark Campbell
Republican

Daquan Neal
Democrat



OTHER RACES TO WATCH

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

County Commissioner Races 
Especially in Counties with 287(g) Contracts
Commissioners Approve the Contracts
Commissioners Control Budgets & Taxes



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

SOUTHWEST
OHIO

(CINCINNATI)



Diverse Region of both urban and rural areas
Flock Camera and Surveillance 
Data Centers
Healthcare Access 
Affordability

Cincinnati
Cincinnati Public Schools Levy

Clermont County
County commissioner had first
Democratic primary since the 80s

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!



TARGET RACES - STATE HOUSE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Jonathan Bradner
Democrat

Cindy Abrams
Republican
(Incumbent)

OHIO HOUSE
DISTRICT - 29



TARGET RACES - STATE SENATE

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Cara Jacob
Democrat

Zac Haines
Republican

OHIO SENATE
DISTRICT - 07



TARGET RACES - US CONGRESS CD-01

WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

Greg Landsman
Democrat
(Incumbent)

Eric Conroy
Republican

Nathan Weise
Libertarian





WHAT’S YOUR PLAN? 
Make time to vote

Create habits about voting

Address barriers

Reduce risk

Vote Early (In person )

Help friends & family vote









CHECK YOUR
REGISTRATION



CHECK YOUR
REGISTRATION





ADD
CONTACTS



CHECK THEIR
REGISTRATION

AND VOTE
HISTORY



SEATS



WHERE CAN WE MAKE AN IMPACT?

WHAT’S ON YOUR BALLOT? 
Levies? Bonds? Local Issues? 

WHO ARE YOUR CANDIDATES? 
How do they align with your
values? 
Where do they stand on
issues that matter to you?



WE CAN MAKE AN IMPACT!

NETWORK
GROUPS



Voting Guide 
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