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Data Source Number of
participants
Listening sessions 150*
Activity-driven conversations 75%*
Sticky note responses 284
Primary survey 1690
Youth survey 48
Total 2247
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STRONG

OHIO SCHOOLS

Ohioans want:
1.Informed and Activated
Communities
2.Freedom to Learn
3.Educating the Whole Child
4. Conditions for Students to
hrive
5.Student-Driven Learning
6.School as Community
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STRONG

OHIO SCHOOLS

Survey Item Percentage Agree or
Strongly Agree
public schools are important 99.2%
public schools serve an important role 99.2%
public schools should prepare students for the future 99.6%

In general, public schools do a good job

| trust public school teachers

standardized tests are important

standardized tests give good information about the quality of the school

my local public schoolis important

my district serves an important purpose in our community

my district prepares students for their future

my district does a good job
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GA Timeline

New GA

Begins -
January

State Budget
by June -
then typically
out until post-
elections

Year 2
Begins -
January

Capital
Budget by
June - then
typically out
until post-
elections
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Current Policy Issues

1.1000+ House Bills - What?!
2.5uccess Seguence added and

passed In a June bill

HB276)

3. Attendance changes from

budget bill In 2025 (H

3176)

4.lntroduction of SB443 In June
5.State Surplus + ACTION

6.Election Resources
/.

U

anning for Lame Duck
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OHIO’S SUPERMAJORITY

Ohio Party Control:1992-2026
No Democratic trifectas * Twenty-eight years of Republican trifectas
Scroll left and right on the table below to view more years.

Year |(92/93(94/95/96(97|98/99/00(01/02(03/04(05/06(|07(08 09(10|11/12|13 14|/15/16/17(18/19/20|21|22|23|24|25 |26
R RDDDDRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR
R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR
R R RRDDRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR R

A “trifecta” happens when one party holds paiotpecic.org

control in both chambers of the Ohio Statehouse

& We can kind of do

and the governor’s office. Ohio has seen 28 years "y ﬁ.
of Republican trifectas since 1992. Ohio currently what we want. T
has a veto-proof majority, which means one Former Senate PN

party holds enough seats in the statehouse to President, Current
Speaker of the House,

and 19-year legislator,

Veto-proof majorities mean there are Matt Ellyffmﬁm on
NO checks and balances. Republicans’ power.

Columbus Dispatch

override a governor veto.
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KEY DECISIONS IN OHIO SCHOOL FUNDING HISTORY

K

0
&

1997 - 2002

Ohio’s school funding
formula ruled
unconstitutional four times

2008 - 2019

Legislators increase school
funding over 11 years by only
$288/student from $5,732 in
2008 to $6,020 in 2019, far
below the rate of inflation.

2020 - 2021

The Fair School Funding Plan is
introduced with legislative
agreement to phase it in over
several budget cycles.

2023
= |2 H EdChoice Expansion gives

vouchers to unaccountable
private schools that can choose
which students they enroll.

2025

Legislators abandon the Fair
School Funding Plan. Speaker Matt

Huffman calls it “unsustainable”
Ohio Capital fournal

4 ™

Ohio legislators have underfunded
public schools for decades, pushing
increased responsibility on property
owners through local levies.

L Y,
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OHIO"S RANKING®S

In recent weeks, Ohio legislators have celebrated a new CNBC #1

ranking_for business. Years of corporate tax loopholes and “low
business costs” supported the rise from 30" in 2007 to 1% in 2026.

Jobs Ohio

We asked...how are children and families benefitting from

making “Ohio literally the go-to state for business”?
Governor DeWine - CNBC

383

Overall Child Economic Well-
Well-Being Being FIRCRREAre
z 6 | 3 3 | 43 |
. Family &
Child Health COmmunity Overall Health
EDUCATION RANKINGS N
3 8 | I I | z’ |
*From 3 separate sources Honesty for
) ’ Ohio Education




= 2026 OHIo Early Voting Begins:

October 6

VOTER INFO Election Day:

November 3

Created for voters who care about
Ohio's public schools.

OHIO’'S TRIFECTA \
Ohio Party Control: 1992-2026

o Demacratic trifectas - Twerdy-sight years of Republican trifectas

Scroil el and right on Bhe Eabs befow 1o view mone yean

' OHIO'S RANKINGS

In recent weeks, Ohio legislators have celebrated a new CNBC #1
ranking_for business. Years of corporate tax loopholes and "low R
business costs” supported the rise from 30" in 2007 to1%in 2026. KRS

Year |92 53 94 95 06 97 98 99 00|01 02 03 04 05 06 07 O8 09 10|11 12 /13|14 15 16|17 18 19|20 21 22 23|24 |25 26
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DDDRRRRRRRRRRRARRRRARDDRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRBR

Houso

A “trifecta” happens when one party holds
control in both chambers of the Ohio Statehouse
and the governor's office. Ohio has seen 28 years
of Republican trifectas since 1992, Ohio currently
has a wveto-proof majority, which means one
party holds enough seats in the statehouse to
override a governor veto.

Veto-proof majorities mean there are
NO checks and balances.

ballotpedio.ong

&&We can kind of do
what we want.??

Former Senate
President, Current
Speaker of the House,
and 19-year legislator,
Matt Huffman, on

Republicans’ power,
Calumbuss Dispeich

KEY DECISIONS IN OHIO SCHOOL FUNDING HISTORY

2023

1997 - 2002
\ Ohio's school funding [2l:XXW EdChoice Expansion gives

= formula ruled
unconstitutional four times

2008 - 2019
Legislators increase school HB
funding over 11 years by only

$288/student from $5,732 in
2008 to $6,020 in 2019, far
below the rate of inflation.

vouchers to unaccountable
private schools that can choose
which students they enroll.

2025

'96 Legislators abandon the Fair
School Funding Plan. Speaker Matt

Huffman calls it "unsustainable”
Okio Copital fournal

2020 - 202) Ohio legislators have underfunded
The Fair 5chool Funding Plan is

introduced with legiskative public schools for decades, pushing
agreement to phase it in over increased responsibility on property
several budget cycles. owners through local levies.

Paid for by Action for Honest Education, a 501(c)4) nonpartisan, nonprofit supporting the freedom of every child to thrive in a joyful, well-resourced,
fully staffed lecal public school. Part of the national Public School Strong Vioters network. Mot authorized by any candidate or candidate’s commitiee.

Jobs Ohig

We asked...how are children and families benefitting from
making “Ohio literally the go-to state for business”?

Governor DeWine - CNBC

Get the printable:

| | 3 e |
Overall Child Economic Well-
Well-Being ) Being HedIEeare
| 26 | 33 | |
Family &
Child Health Community Overall Health

EDUCATION RANKINGS

38 41

*From 3 separate sources
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RECENT NEWS
The Saaterouss Mews. Buresu
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than half a million Ohioans could lose Medicaid coverage ...

biay 15 2026 — nearly 300,000 Obdcans have alresdy loat care becau I Whegc il cuts, w

Number of children who 50,477

MN have lost SNAP benefits:

Percentage drop: LES
& The Btehouse News Bursss

Ohio leads the nation in percentage of those who dropped ...

14
IL | IN 3 al 15, 20006 — ACA & ary 202
VA Ohicans have lost thair coverage through tha ACA" dus |
\

Newsweek - 7/2026

1.2026 KIDS COUNT Data Book, A comprehensive annual report by the Children's Defense Fund and Annie E, Casey
Foundation comparing all 50 states on Iindicators of children’s health.

2.2026 Ohio Health Policy Institute

3.2026 LS. News Reports

4, 2026 Network for Public Education Public Schooling in America

5.2026 Consumer Affairs

bit.ly/20260hiorankings

Honesty for
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https://bit.ly/2026ohiorankings

Vouchers \VOUCHER

ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT
e 5 voucher programs all 100%
funded
e Vouchers now cost over $1 billion
annually 22
e Most money Is going to wealthy
vouchersarentfree.org
suburbs

e SB443 Introduced: Take the
Dough, We Gotta Know

‘0
{1

: Upcoming Meeting
A September 14 @ 7:00


https://www.cleveland.com/education/2026/05/new-ohio-bill-take-the-dough-we-gotta-know-act-seeks-more-school-voucher-data.html

Ohio Schools in Crisis

THE MISSING MONEY

$2.86 BILLION

The state cut its share. Schools are paying the price.
SHORTCHANGED FROM OHIO KIDS IN 2026-27

In 2026, your vote decides what comes next.

That's what Ohio schools are owed under the
Fair School Funding Plan — but the legislature refused to pay.

Courts have ordered the state to fix how it funds public schools.
Ohio’s legislature is doing the opposite.

OHIO'S SHARE OF SCHOOL FUNDING Get the half-sheet E
*State share of the average base cost
-15 POINTS \ Eﬁ@
FY 2019 FY 2027
State paid nearly Local taxpayers pick
half the bill up what the state drops

Source: Ohio Education Policy Institute
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"The state's financial position
has never been stronger," OBM
Director Kimberly Murnieks said



https://www.youtube.com/shorts/U5WpWNTLGlw

Ohio reported a surplus of
unencumbered revenue in June
and $536 million remains
unspent.

Last year, the state underfunded
public school students by failing
to implement the final phase of

the Fair School Funding Plan

Districts must have more
frequent levies to fund
operations.

Sources:
Ohio Office of Budget and Management Monthly Report - July, 2026
https://policymattersohio.org/research/lawmakers-underfund-ohio-schools-by-2-75b/
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Tell Ohio Legislators to Direct
Remaining Surplus Funds to
Ohio’s Most Vulnerable
Students. The remaining $536
million should go to students
with disabilities, students In
poverty, and English learners.

Support Local School Levies this
November. The funding crisis
facing our schools is a direct
result of legislators’ budget
decisions. We must support
schools with a “yes” vote at the
ballot and elect pro-public
education candidates.

Join the Fight for Fair Funding.
Next spring, Ohio lawmakers will
determine our state budget for
2028 and 2029. Join the fight to
fully fund our public schools,
which serve nearly 90% of Ohio’s
students.

Make Calls Send Emails

Check your voter Register to vote

registration

EIE#EI
i
[=] £

Become a Partner

Join Honesty's

email list
| Honesty for
Ohio Education




Ohio School Funding: The Shortfall, the Surplus,
and What's Next

Ohio's legislature has underfunded public school students for decades, including
most recently in the state budget for 2026 and 2027:

THE MISS5ING MONEY

$2.75 BILLION

SHORTCHANGED FROM OHIO KIDS IN 2026-27

That's what Ohio schools are owed under the
Fair School Funding Plan — but the legislature refused to pay.

Policy Matters Ohio

At the same time, the state has decreased its share of school funding, causing
districts to go back to voters for more frequent levies:

OHIO'S SHARE OF SCHOOL FUNDING
The state has walked away from its promise
-14.1 POINTS
FY 2027
State paid nearly Local taxpayers pick
half the bill up what the state drops
Ohio Education Policy institute

MNew data indicates the state had $2.428 billion in unencumbered funds at the end
of fiscal year 2026, but once again, legislators chose not to use these funds for the
state's constitutional obligation to Ohio's public school students. After one-time
rebates, a variety of projects, and funding transfers, as of July 18, approximately
$536 million remains unspent.

Remaining Funds Should Fund Public Education

Ohio's population of children living in poverty and children with disabilities has
increased over the last four years', but state funding has failed to keep up with the
cost of educating these students. Legislators should direct remaining surplus funds
to these students and promise to fully fund the Fair School Funding Plan in the 2027

budget cycle.
mnnesty for
hio Education

Take Action

®

Tell Ohio Legislators to Direct
Remaining Surplus Funds to
Ohio’s Most Vulnerable
Students. The remaining $536
million should go to students
with disabilities, students in
poverty, and English learners.

Support Local School Levies this
November. The funding crisis E "E
facing our schools is a direct

result of legislators’ budget

decisions. We must support E

schools with a "yes" vote at the

ballot and elect pro-public Check your voter Register to vote

education candidates. registration

Join the Fight for Fair Funding.
Next spring, Ohio lawmakers will
determine our state budget for
2028 and 2029. Join the fight to
fully fund our public schools,
which serve nearly 90% of Ohio’s

Join Honesty's Become a Partner

students. i

About Honesty for Ohio Education

Honesty for Ohio Education is a nonpartisan, statewide organization working with partners to
protect and strengthen public education in Ohio. Through community research, coalition building,
and grassroots support, we advance a vision of public schools where every student has the
freedom to learn and grow in a welcoming, supportive and fully funded ernvironment. Learn more at

honestyforohioeducation.org.

Cet the printable:
bit.ly/ohiosurplus
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https://bit.ly/ohiosurplus

1.

doesn't ghaost pfou
after Election Day.
Join us to hold
elected officials
accountable,

Vision and accountability. Catch
vague charm versus real commitment

What does success for Ohio
public schools look like by
the end of your first term?

Will you commit to a public
town hall on school funding
within your first six months

How will parents and
community members kno
you're keeping your word?

A good candiduté

A little more specific. Starts to test
whether they know the basics.

1. Do you know how our local
district is currently funded?

2. Have you visited a public
school in this district since you
started running?

3. What's your understanding of
Ohio’s Fair School Funding
Plan?

L. Where does public education
rank among your priorities?

ppet /

Easy to answer. Tells you if they even
showed up prepared to talk about
schools.

1. Did you attend Ohio public
schools?

2. What's one thing every Ohio kid
should have access to at school,
no matter their zip code?

3. Who's a teacher, coach, or
mentor who shaped you and
why?

4. What does a great public
school look like to you?

This is the meat. Specific questions
that force a real position.

1. Ohio schools were underfunded
by $2.75 B in the last state
budget and Ohio just announced
a revenue surplus leaving $536 M
unallocated. What would you
have done with that money?

2. Do you support fully funding the
Fair School Funding Plan on its
original phase-in schedule? Why
or why not?

3. Edchoice vouchers are pulling
funding from local districts. Do
you support the current
expansion, capping it, or rolling
it back?

m//"

Swap in whatever questions matter
most to your community.

1. How would you address Ohio's
special education funding gap?

2. Where do you stand on school
safety funding versus arming
staff?

3. How do you feel about the state
pushing more reliance on local
property tax levies?

. Red flags on a first date are red
flags in office too.

candiDA

Get the printable:
bit.ly/ohiocandidateguestions

Honesty for
Ohio Education


https://bit.ly/ohiocandidatequestions

Find out how YOUR

) impacts public
Honesty for )
7 0hio Education education.

EHIEED Download yours here:

https:/bit.ly/pssvoterguideohio

Ohio Voter Guide

How elected officials
impact public education

STRENGTHEN

REJECT

SCHOOL

VOUCHERS|
= 3

Candidate Questionnaire

And much more!

monesty for
Ohio Education
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WHAT ARE YOUR

PUBLIC EDUCATION
DATA CENTERS
FLOCK CAMERAS
MO RACY  HEALTHCARE AccESS

FOOD SAFETY




\ TAKE BACK OHIO \

WITH

SEPTEMBER 27 | I:00 PM | MEDINA COUNTY




WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?

e Make time to vote
e Create habits about voting
e Address barriers
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VOTING PLAN

Local elections are taking place nationwide this year. Are you ready?

Look up who will be on your ballot at or On your
. Fill out this form to take to the ballot box with you!
HOW I'M VOTING WHEN I'M VOTING
Early Voting In-Person Date:
Mail-in or Absentee Ballot Time:
Election Day In-Person
-
WHERE I'M VOTING a
Location Mame: #
Address: 6 1
-
-
OTHER DETAILS Q

My voter registration is active

| have an approved voter ID (if required in your state)
I've scheduled a ride (details:
I've scheduled childcare (details:
I'm bringing these friends with me to vote:
I've packed water and snacks

WHO I'M YOTING FOR

St

-

Race I'm voting for:
Race I'm voting for:
Race I'm voting for:
Race I'm voting for:
Race I'm voting for:
Race I'm voting for:

LOCAL LEVIES/BONDS/MILLAGES/BALLOT INITIATIVES

| support /() | don't support
| support /() | don't support

If you are in line when the polls close, be sure you stay in line and vote!

5, Learn more about the importance of local elections at redwine.blue



HOW TO FIGHT
TO THE

Voting is one of our most sacred rights as citizens—but it's never been a right enjoyed equally by
all Americans. Marginalized communities—people of color, people with disabilities, students, the

elderly—all face cbstacles when trying to access the ballot box. Obstacles that are designed to
suppress their vote.

in lightt of Supreme Court decisions, including Lowisiana v. Callais, and extremist politicians attacking
the right to vote more than we've seen since Jim Crow, ensuring we do everything we can to help ALL
members of our communities vote is more important than ever. This worksheet will help you identify

readblocks and help voters overcome unjust barriers.

VOTING CHECKLIST: START WITH THE
BASICS ALL YVOTERS NEED TO KNOW

Deadline to register:
Are there voter 1D requiremnients im your state?
Palling location and howrs = both on Election Day

and early voting period:
Deadline to request a mail or absentes balbot: )
Date mail and absentee ballots are sent to voters:

Deadline to retunn a mail or absentee ballot:
Address to rebwm a mailfabsentes ballot or drop off a ballot

How let's work through several of the barriers different voters face—the extra steps they
have to go through that many veters might talke for granted. Putting yourself in their shoes
can help us make sure everyone has equal access to the ballet.

VOTING WITH A DISABILITY OR ILLNESS

v |5 your polling place accessible or are there obstacles (steep ramps, gravel parking lots)?

« Are there voting machines at your precinct that are accessible?

- What are your state's absentee ballot rules?

« If you have to present informaticn or 1D in person to be able to vote absentee, do you have a
friend, neighbor, or relative who can help?

Voter Suppression Tacties: Many states have limited access to mail and absentee voting and now the
federal government is attacking mail voting with an illegal executive order. Some states have even

tried to having a person assist a disabled voter at the polls.

VOTING WITHOUT RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION

« ‘What are the local services that provide rides to the polls?
+ Do public transportation services or local ride-share companies provide fare-free days on election

day? IT so, which cnes?
« For states with drop-off ballot boxes, are you allowed to have someone drop off your ballot for you®

RED WINE
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go.rally.win
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0

go.rally.win

dgh. RALLY TOGETHER - OHIO = Menu fifs RALLY TOGETHER - OHIO = Menu

Back to contacts GM Grace Mullen P

i No Vote Status R ded Yet
Select their voter record o Vote Status Recorded Ye

Names and locations come from the public voter
file.

Voter Details A

© Graceis avoterin OH.

v Best match
VOTER STATUS

GRACE MULLEN @ AGE 19 Active
[T
REGISTERED AT
[ This is them ] - - i< OH
- s Medina County
GRACE MULLEN @ AGE 27 VOTING RECORD
- ]
2025@ 2024 20230
[ This is them ]
CONGR. STATE SENATE STATE HOUSE
DISTRICT DISTRICT DISTRICT
GRACE MULLEN @ AGE 30 7 22 67
1

[ This is them ]

Show more matches

o8 Return to dashboard

NOT FINDING THEM?
Not to worry. Keep going without a match or
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