
Election Protection 101



Election Protection in Ohio



Agenda
What is Election Protection
Election Response Priorities
Resources
Coalition Partners
What can you do



Election Protection programs make sure that:

Every eligible voter has a reasonable opportunity to
vote and have their vote counted;

The election administration process is followed to the
letter of the law in a nonpartisan manner;

The integrity of the election administration process is
maintained and all administrators act in good faith.

The side with the most votes wins;

The vote counts are legally certified and there is a
peaceful transition of power;

Everyone stays safe.

What is
Election
Protection?



1-866-OUR-VOTE
866OurVote.org
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one-stop-shop voter resource
Field random voting questions 
Escalate an issue to the state or national level
Troubleshoot on-the-ground issues
 Intersection of poll monitors/ legal experts/
peacekeepers
Call or text this number

WHEN IN DOUBT, 
CALL THE HOTLINE



1-866-OUR-VOTE
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WHEN IN DOUBT, 
CALL THE HOTLINE

NATIONAL ELECTION PROTECTION
COALITION

STATE LEVEL EXPERTS & ORGANIZERS

POLL MONITORS | PEACEKEEPERS | 
LEGAL MONITORS



Ohio Voter
Rights
Coalition

Year-round voting rights advocacy
Biweekly call open to organizers and advocates



Election
Protection
in Ohio
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Ohio Voting Rights Coalition hosts an annual
summit, offers in-person and online trainings,
and coordinates:

866-OUR-VOTE promotion
Roving Poll Monitors
Boards of Elections Monitors
Peacekeepers
EP Command Center
Legal Monitors

1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
1-866- 687 - 8683



BOE
Monitoring
Programs
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Boards of Elections Monitoring 
Build relationships with Boards of Elections
Monitor BOE meetings and reports for
irregularities or noteworthy updates 
Postcard appreciation program
Certification verification action team



NEW IN 2026!
The LEEP 
Program

Lawyer Engagement Election Protection Program 
Roving legal monitors program on Election Day
Intersectional legal news briefings and risk
assessments with national and state experts
Research and monitoring of legal developments
On the ground problem-solving alongside field
organizers  



Planning for
the worst,
just in case!
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We plan for worst case scenario:
What if someone in the federal government
tries to interfere with state-run elections?
What if someone in the state government  tries
to sabotage county-administered elections?
What if polling locations are blocked or closed?
What if people are wrongly turned away from
voting?
What if a safety threat shows up?

WHEN IN DOUBT, 
CALL THE HOTLINE

1-866-OUR-VOTE. 
1-866- 687 - 8683
 



Get Ahead of
Future
Headaches
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SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING

Troubling or misleading flyers
Threats to election workers
Disinformation, intentional or not
Rumors or leads about bad actors
Funny business from election
administrators or public officials

CALL THE HOTLINE!

1-866-OUR-VOTE. 



Get involved
in Election
Protection

Sign up to be a peacekeeper, poll monitor, or
legal monitor 
COME TO THE SEPTEMBER 19 SUMMIT!
Get on the Ohio Voter Rights Coalition listserve
and get more involved!

Get Involved: ProtectTheVote.net
Upcoming Events: mobilize.us/ovrc/



Legal Pros: 
The LEEP 
Program
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If you are or know a lawyer interested in becoming
involved in organizing around election protection,
please send them to Maria! Legal volunteers can
complete this form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfl5GRluJVfvPYCv9uqk8OxtO7_iiJYxfx-mHL_nALXiJX0dg/viewform


Don’t talk about RISKS without offering
RESOURCES. 

Most people just want to know there’s someone to
call and a safety plan in place. Infrequent voters are
easily deterred from voting, and can even look for
excuses. Don’t give them one.

There’s a plan. There’s a hotline. There’s an army of
volunteers keeping their ears and eyes on the ground.

Empower,
don’t
intimidate

1-866-OUR-VOTE 
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Focus on offering reassurance, even when
you also feel nervous. Anxiety is high, focus on
channeling it into tangible actions. 
The best way to make sure elections work is
to WORK ELECTIONS. The more eyes and
ears on the ground, the more faith we can have
in everything going smoothly. 
Can we promise nothing will go wrong? of
course not. But we can promise that we are
prepared to fight like hell. 

Empower,
don’t
intimidate
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How Elections Work in Ohio: Balance of power,
the US Constitution, and local electionsMonday, 

September 1,
6pm



OHAgainstExtremism.org



Make time to vote

Address barriers

Reduce risk

Vote Early (In person )

Help friends & family vote

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN? 













Thank you! 
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